AMERICAN SKAT

skat to his total. For scoring and detailed rules on ramsch,
see Rule 4 of Official Laws.

Players make bids representing the minimum number of          7

points that they expect to score on their type of declara-   Method of
tion. These are not points they will win in counting cards.    Bidding
They are points given for succeeding in winning a majority
of counting-card points at the declaration made by the
successful bidder (see the Scoring Tables, Sec. 11 below).

The leader is entitled to make the type of declaration
the hand is to be played at unless either of his opponents
is prepared to make a declaration which has a higher
scoring value.

All bids are made in numbers, usually starting with 10
and rising by 2. First bidding is between middlehand and
leader. Middlehand always opens the bidding, and when
four play, the middlehand is always the player sitting oppo-
site the dealer. After one of these is eliminated from the
bidding by passing, the rearhand then bids against the sur-
vivor for the right to name the declaration at which the
hand is to be played. When rearhand enters the bidding
against survivor, rearhand is always the first to make the
bid.

To illustrate the manner in which bids are made:

a.

North
(Middlehand)

West
(Leader)

East
(Rearhand)

South
(Dealer)
North first directs his bids to West. Eventually one will
not be able to meet the other's bid and will pass. East will
then enter the bidding against the survivor. Or, North may
pass at the outset leaving East to bid against West,
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